
 

Dr. SPROTT AND CATHERINE BOYD 

 

PREFACE 

 

This is one of seven biographies of my paternal ancestors in Australia, whose family 
tree is shown on the following page. Sprott and Catherine are my great-great-
grandparents. Born in Great Britain, they met, married and had a family in Dorset, 
England before following the footsteps of other Boyd family members to Australia. They 
returned to England in retirement. Their story spans the history of Sydney from the 
gold rushes until Federation. 

The biographies in this series are; 

Thomas James Connor (1813-1880) and Anne Peake (1811-1894) 

Edward Thomas Newton (1813-1882) and Eliza Martin (1817-1903) 

Sprott Boyd (1814-1902) and Catherine Cutler (1819-1894) 

George William Connor (1842-1873) and Eliza Newton (1843-1912) 

Robert Mitchell Boyd (1849-1912) and Eliza Agnes Brown (1855-1884) 

George Stanley Newton Connor (1871-1951) and Isabella Sprott Boyd (1882-1957) 

George Boyd Connor (1919-2014) and Sybil Kane Whiting (1922-1995). 

Each of the stories can be read in isolation. Inevitably, there is overlap between them, 
so some repetition is unavoidable but I have tried to keep this to a minimum. For easy 
reference, family trees are included at the end of each story. 

In researching these biographies, I had access to the huge store of Boyd papers and 
memorabilia saved and cared for by my second cousin once removed, Elaine Roberts, 
to whom I am eternally grateful, and lately, her family. 

The National Library of Australia ‘TROVE’ database was an invaluable resource. 
Ancestry.com.au provided transcripts of many important records of the Boyd families.  

 

Important references are given as footnotes on each page. 

 

Andrew George Connor 

Perth, 2019 

 

© 2019 Andrew G Connor. All rights reserved. 
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Sprott Boyd’s early years 

Edinburgh, Scotland 

Sprott Boyd was born on 26 December 1814 at Nicholson Square, Edinburgh, Scotland1. He 
was the eighth child (the fourth son) born to John Boyd and Jane (or Jean) Robb, who went 
on to have thirteen children who survived beyond birth.  

Sprott was named after his uncle, William Sprott, an Edinburgh lawyer who married John 
Boyd’s sister, Isabella Boyd, and died in April 1815, four months after Sprott Boyd was born. 
John Boyd’s brother, William Boyd (of Hillhousefield), also gave the name Sprott to one of his 
sons, born in 1808. William and Isabella Sprott had no children of their own. John and William 
Boyd must have had great respect for their brother-in-law, William Sprott, who may also have 
been a Boyd family benefactor, but as far as I can determine, there is no Sprott blood in my 
Boyd family line. 

William Sprott also connects our Boyd ancestors to another family of famous entrepreneurial 
pioneers in Australia – the Boyds of Merton Hall, which includes Benjamin Boyd (1796-1851). 
William Sprott’s niece, Janet Yule, married Edward Boyd of Merton Hall, and Edward gave 
two of his sons the Sprott name to honour William’s sister (their grandmother), Marion Sprott 
Yule (see appendix). Edward Boyd and John Boyd were close contemporaries, both 
merchants, and would have known each other. The sons of Edward, John and William Boyd 
called each other “cousins”; they were acquainted with each other before embarking on their 
adventures to Australia, but there is no known blood connection between them, going back 
three or four generations from Edward and John. Six of their descendants were named 
“William Sprott Boyd” – the most recent was born in 1994.  

Sprott’s father John Boyd was a successful merchant in Edinburgh, possibly in the timber, 
meal, barley and waulk trades2. He must have accumulated a modest fortune because, after 
selling his large house in Leith Links3, in 1803 he won a bidding war with Sir Walter Scott4 to 
buy the large estate Broadmeadows, situated on the Yarrow River about six kilometres west 
of Selkirk in the Scottish Borders, and about fifty kilometres south of Edinburgh. This is where 
Sprott spent his childhood when not at school.  

 

    

Broadmeadows House, Yarrowford, Selkirkshire. (re-built since Sprott lived there) 

                                                 
1 Boyd family bible 
2 Caledonian Mercury 30 Apr 1801 
3 Caledonian Mercury 28 Jan 1802 
4 “The Boyd Family Story” Eleanor Sprott Boyd Boushey. pp37 
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Broadmeadows would have been a great place to grow up. The estate has dark forests and 
rolling fields where deer graze, and the Yarrow Water and smaller burns are stocked with 
salmon and trout. The house (today) is huge, with a grand staircase and narrow servants’ 
staircases connecting its upper storeys to the kitchen on the ground floor. There were at least 
four servants at the house permanently to cook, clean and help care for the children. John 
Boyd ran his estate as a farming enterprise, specializing in breeding black cattle for market, 
so there was the usual workforce associated with an operating farm5. 

John Boyd had sufficient money to send his sons to a good school in Edinburgh, and his 
daughters to boarding school in Reading, but the family also followed the Scottish stereotype 
of being careful with their pennies.6 The eldest boys, Archibald, William Mitchell and Robert, 
were ten or more years older than Sprott and would have been heroes and role models for 
him. By the time Sprott went to school in Edinburgh, his brothers had already gone on to 
university, where Archibald and William Mitchell studied Law, and Robert studied Medicine. 
Sprott followed his brother Robert and in 1831 went to the University of Edinburgh to study 
Medicine. This was the year that his mother, Jane Robb, died in Edinburgh, aged 46. 

When at school and university, Sprott stayed with his Aunt Isabella Sprott at 9 York Place, 
Edinburgh. Isabella took a particular interest in Sprott’s education and career because, when 
Sprott was twenty, she provided for him in her Will, dated 5 February 1833, as follows; “I leave 
and bequeath to, Sprott Boyd my nephew son of my brother John Boyd of Broadmeadows the 
sum of three hundred pounds sterling and also leave to the said Sprott Boyd my nephew the 
sum of thirty pounds sterling yearly for six years from the time of my death to enable him to 
finish his education;” and “I leave to Sprott Boyd my nephew all the books that is in the house 
at the time of my death but not the law books as they have already been given to his brother 
Archibald Boyd. I also leave to Sprott Boyd my nephew my gold watch and small book rest 
and drawers. I also discharge the said Sprott Boyd my nephew of what money he may owe 
me at the time of my death.” 7 Aunt Isabella Sprott was clearly Sprott’s benefactor throughout 
his education and perhaps Sprott was the son that she never had.  

Isabella Sprott died on 13 October 1836, four months after Sprott graduated M.D. at the 
University of Edinburgh and became a Licentiate of the Royal College of Surgeons Edinburgh. 
Sprott’s university dissertation “On the Structure of the Mucous Membrane of the Stomach” 
was published in 18368. The paper contains drawings of microscopic structures which Sprott 
drew from his observations and he also engraved them for publication. He was an 
accomplished artist, with an eye for detail. 

Weymouth, Dorset 

On the south coast of England, at the eastern end of pebbly Chesil Beach, stands the Isle of 
Portland, which juts southwards into the English Channel, forming a natural breakwater to the 
Atlantic waves and storms. Behind this breakwater is nestled the sheltered beachside town 
and port of Weymouth and Melcombe Regis, straddling the River Wey. The history of 
Weymouth goes back to Roman times. By 1840, the population of the Weymouth and Portland 
district was about 5,000 people9. It had already become a seaside tourist destination, 
attracting King George III, noblemen and gentry to holiday in its grand Georgian hotels and 

                                                 
5 Caledonian Mercury 12 May 1810 
6 “The Boyd Family Story” Eleanor Sprott Boyd Boushey pp47-48  
7 England and Wales, Prerogative Court of Canterbury, Wills 1384-1858. Isabella Sprott. (Ancestry.com) 
8 The Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal. CXXIX. 1836 
9 www.visionofbritain.org.uk/unit/10168417/cube/TOT_POP 
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terraces which line The Esplanade along the sandy beachfront. This is where Sprott Boyd 
decided to begin his career in medical practice.  

Sprott gave his address as Weymouth in his application to the R.C.S. Edinburgh, so he must 
have decided to move there soon after graduation. In May-July 1836, there were three 
advertised positions for a medical person in Dorset; one was a practice for sale in Weymouth, 
one was for an apprentice to an established physician in Weymouth, and one was a contract 
(by tender) for three months to care for paupers at the Weymouth Union workhouse. There 
was also one advertisement from a “Graduate in Arts having obtained the best medical 
degrees” (possibly Sprott) offering his services as a confidential medical adviser cum secretary 
cum tutor to a gentleman and his family travelling to Europe10.  

It was common for young gentlemen to make a Grand Tour of Europe to round out their 
education before starting their career and, after October 1836, Sprott could count on the £300 
inherited from his Aunt Isabella to help finance his own tour. From his dated sketches and his 
1838 visa document issued in Vienna, I have been able to trace his travels.  

 

 

Sprott Boyd’s Grand European Tour, 1837-1838 

                                                 
10 Morning Post 8 Jun 1836 
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There is no indication that Sprott was accompanied by anyone on his Grand Tour. He seems 
to have had free rein to travel where and when he liked. During 1838, he stayed for a month 
or so in some of the major cities – Rome, Naples, Florence, Innsbruck and Brussels – and he 
took a river cruise in 1837 from the salt mines near Salzburg (Austria) down the Traun and 
Danube Rivers to Vienna, and in 1838, down the Rhine River from Koblenz (Switzerland) to 
Amsterdam (Holland). Railways were in their infancy, so, when not on a river, Sprott travelled 
mostly by horse and coach. He visited museums, armories, mines, old prisons and hospitals 
(not as an inmate).  

About seventy of Sprott’s sketches, up until he reached Rome in March 1838, have survived. 
The subjects are landscapes, castles and other buildings of note, and portraits of local people. 
Sprott showed an interest in the costumes people wore, especially headwear and hairstyles 
in the different regions, so many of the portraits are a rear or side view. Although Sprott 
captured the overall appearance well, he was not comfortable drawing faces, some of which 
are almost caricatures. He experimented with different papers, pencils and crayons, and 
sometimes used pen and ink. Towards the end of his tour, Sprott also used water colours. 
Selected examples of his sketches are reproduced on the next page.  

While Sprott was in Europe, his eldest brother Archibald, a lawyer, decided to make his life in 
Australia as a grazier. He arrived in New South Wales in 1838. He was the first child of John 
Boyd of Broadmeadows to go to Australia. Five others would follow him. 

Aged 24, Sprott returned to Weymouth at the start of 1839 to begin his medical career11. It 
appears that he borrowed money to buy a practice and hung out his shingle at Cobourg (or 
Coburg) Place on the east side of St Thomas’ Street in Weymouth. Cobourg Place was a row 
of terrace houses, each a hallway plus one room wide, with two storeys plus attic. It was 
situated in the centre of the town, with ample space for a consulting room downstairs, and 
living quarters upstairs for a single medico and one servant. Sprott received a Certificate of 
Qualification from the Society of Apothecaries on 8 March 183912 and became a Member of 
the Royal College of Surgeons (M.R.C.S. London and Edinburgh) on 15 March 183913.  

Now with letters after his name, Sprott began to grow his standing in the community and build 
up his client base. He joined the Weymouth Institution, formed in 1834 by a group of citizens 
to promote discussion and the study of the arts and sciences, and to maintain a small museum, 
library and reading room. During the winter months, members and friends were invited to 
attend lectures presented by eminent local and visiting speakers on a wide range of topics. 
Sprott volunteered to present a lecture on “The Anatomy and Physiology of the Heart and 
Arteries”, which was very well received. As reported in the newspaper, “the lecturer illustrated 
his subject by the extensive reference to the comparative anatomy of the various orders of the 
animal kingdom, and illustrated the whole of his statements by a series of beautifully-executed 
drawings. The members of the Institution have certainly great reason to congratulate 
themselves upon the benefit they are likely to derive from the residence of this gentleman in 
our town, as it was announced that he will deliver a second lecture during the next month”.14 
Sprott continued to give lectures most years, with topics including “The Voice”, “Philosophy of 
Sleep”, and “Respiration and the Respiring System of Man and Animals”. By January 1844, 
he was president of the Weymouth Institution. 

                                                 
11 Empire (Sydney) 21 Dec 1864 
12 London Gazette and Morning Chronicle 9 Mar 1839 
13 Plarr’s Lives of the Fellows of the Royal College of Surgeons of England. Vol I, 1930. p132 
14 Salisbury and Winchester Journal, 2 Dec 1839. 
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To increase his exposure, Sprott was initiated into the Freemason’s All Souls Lodge, 
Weymouth, but it seems he only remained a financial member until December 1841. In 1843, 
Sprott also became the Weymouth medical examiner for the Freemasons’ and General Life 
Assurance, Loan, Annuity and General Interest Company, a position which probably helped 
his later career. He also attended meetings of the Conservative Association for the Borough 
of Weymouth and Melcombe Regis, an early indication of his political leaning.  

But Sprott’s medical prowess was his primary ticket to community acceptance and trust, and 
he soon showed that he was a kind, caring and professional medico. In 1841, Sprott 
volunteered as honorary surgeon for the Weymouth Dispensary and Royal Infirmary, a charity 
for the benefit of indigent persons not receiving Parish relief15. There were many such people 
in England at this time, as the Industrial Revolution was changing the economy and leaving 
many behind. Sprott saw many patients with hardship-related complaints, including 
malnutrition. One such person, James Whittle, died of “pulmonary affection” while in Sprott’s 
care, and some community members wanted to use this tragedy for political purposes to show 
that the Poor Law Amendment Act was not working to help those most in need receive the 
basic necessities of life. A petition was raised and sent to the government in London, which 
resulted in a formal Commission of Inquiry. Sprott was called and gave evidence under oath 
that, although Whittle had been malnourished for many weeks, he did not die for want of the 
necessities of life, as claimed by some. Although Sprott’s straightforward testimony was 
praised by the Assistant Commissioner of Inquiry, it might have made him some enemies in 
Weymouth16. 

In mid-1841, Sprott wrote to his fourteen-year-old sister Maggie (Margaret Alexina Boyd), as 
follows; 

My Dear Maggie, 
 You are a good girl to write to me, and I have very great pleasure in receiving a 
letter from you. I hope you will write me more often and tell me all the news, and not 
merely because Papa bids you, but for your own good will and pleasure. I hope your 
India Mission box is being fast filled. I can’t send you a penny as it would make the 
letter very heavy, but I enclose a sixpence which is light, and a shilling for Philip 
[Domville Boyd], yourself and Fanny [Frances Jean Boyd]. You don’t mention Fanny, 
give her my best love. I wish she should write me a letter too. I think she ought to be 
able as she is now a great girl. I weary much to see you all, but fear I have no chance 
of doing so for a long, long while. I don’t know how long, perhaps for many years until 
I get a wife like Willie [William Mitchell Boyd, m 4 Aug 1841]. 
 The above was written a fortnight ago and I am ashamed of seeing it on my desk. 
I hear you are to keep house and manage matters when Willie brings out his bride to 
Broadmeadows. What anxiety, what care! You will rest neither night nor day. But some 
people think you will manage perfectly well, having a great notion of Maggie’s good 
sense and prudence, and I hope you will find the prophecy to be true.  
 I can’t ask you to come and visit me just now, but some day when I get settled and 
have a wife to take care of you, you must come to see me. I have some hope at the 
end of the year if all goes well of getting out of debt and then I shall be better off and if 
my dear Maggie wants anything I will do what I can to get it to her supposing it, as it is 
sure to be, within reason. I fear that if I don’t get this off I never shall so must go out 
and see my patients, but as ever, Your very affectionate brother, Sprott Boyd17 

                                                 
15 This became the Weymouth Royal Hospital in 1871 
16 Dorset County Chronicle 25 Feb 1841 
17 The Boyd Family Story by Eleanor Sprott Boyd Boushey, 1995.  pp 86-87 
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On 28 October 1841, not long after writing this letter, Sprott’s brother, Willie, and his new wife, 
Anne (both aged 38), Philip Domville Boyd (19) and his sister, Anne Montague Scott Boyd 
(22), sailed from London aboard the Royal George for Sydney18.  

Sprott’s letter tells us that he was working very hard and his business was thriving, as he 
expected to pay off the debt within three years of buying the practice. It also hints that Sprott 
was thinking about marriage, if not actively seeking a wife. By this time, Sprott was an 
important person in Weymouth and on the guest list for all major municipal and social 
gatherings, including the annual Grand Ball which attracted people from far and wide. It was 
perhaps at one of these events that Sprott met his future wife, Catherine Cutler, a 
schoolteacher from Dorset county.  

Sprott admitted later in life that he was not a great conversationalist. He complained that 
dictionaries had “too many words already. A few hundred words suffice for all ordinary talk19.” 

His eldest brother, Archie Boyd, said that Sprott had much capacity for useless information, 
but Sprott preferred to say “that I had, as a Frenchman observed, a great capacity for silence. 
To talk is to me always a fatigue.20” Catherine Cutler must have been an interesting woman 
to overcome Sprott’s distaste for small talk.  
 

 

Catherine Cutler’s background 

Catherine was born in Marnhull, Dorset, on 12 September 1819. She was the second child of 
Henry Cutler and Catherine Coles21, who had been married at Marnhull two years earlier22. 
Henry Cutler’s ancestry can be traced back through the Dukes of Norfolk, twenty generations 
to King Edward I of England, and, through Edward’s two wives, to the royal families of France 
and Spain (see Appendix), but his ancestry had not bestowed Henry with boundless wealth or 
influence. He was a well-educated man and matriculated to Oxford in 1806 but never began 
a degree. Instead, aged eighteen, Henry became an 11th clerk in the Department of the 
Secretary of State, Colonial Office. Following the end of the Napoleonic Wars, Henry was 
made redundant and granted a pension of £213-6-8 per annum in 1816. He was also given a 
position (some called it a sinecure) as Colonial Agent for the newly-annexed island of 
Trinidad23. This position came with an annual salary of £250 for not much work, so at the age 
of twenty-eight, Henry was able to retire comfortably in Dorset, marry and raise a family. 

Henry purchased a farmhouse on what is now Burton Street on the outskirts of Marnhull, with 
gardens, an orchard and farming/grazing land24. He spared no expense in furnishing the 
house, and became part of the Marnhull community of about 1300 souls. This was where 
Catherine was born, and she and her older brother, William Henry Cutler, grew up. Henry’s 
plans were tragically upset when his wife died barely a month after Catherine’s birth, aged 26 
(cause unknown). Catherine Cutler (née Coles) was buried at the Marnhull Parish Church of 

                                                 
18 Sydney Morning Herald 4 Mar 1842 
19 Letter from Sprott Boyd to his son JA Boyd, 6 Dec 1901 
20 Letter from Sprott Boyd to his son JA Boyd, 27 Dec 1901 
21 In all the Parish records, Catherine’s family name is written Coles, but she signed he name Catherine Cole at 
her marriage. 
22 Married 20 Sep 1817. St Gregory Church Marnhull Parish records. 
23 “The Colonial Office in the Early Nineteenth Century.” Douglas M. Young. Longmans, 1961. pp28-29 
24 Salisbury and Winchester Journal 12 Mar 1827 
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St Gregory on 12 October 181925, leaving Henry with two very young children to raise. In the 
confusion, Catherine’s baptism at St Gregory’s was delayed until March 1821. 

There are no records of their early life. Their home at Marnhull, Cutler’s Orchard, was a 
working farm, with equipment for making cheese, cider and beer. There would have been 
servants and farm labourers to talk to and to keep the children occupied, and the usual range 
of farm animals. Henry had a pew reserved at St Gregory’s Church so the children would have 
attended church and Sunday School regularly.  

Catherine and her brother William never knew their maternal grandparents, who both died in 
1813, so their upbringing was entirely influenced by the Cutler family. Their paternal 
grandfather was Rev. John Cutler M.A., then Master of the Kings School, Sherborne, Dorset, 
about 17km west of Marnhull. Henry Cutler’s five brothers received university educations and 
became a civil engineer, a builder, a solicitor, a clergyman / educator and a surgeon. It is likely 
that William and Catherine were also given good educations, initially at home, then as 
boarders at one of the many academies or grammar schools in Dorset County, such as the 
Free Grammar School in Dorchester where their uncle, Rev. Richard Cutler M.A., was Master.  

In 1827, Henry Cutler was found to have overcharged for the cost of supplies to the island of 
Trinidad, to the tune of £2,98426. As a result, Henry lost his appointment as the Colonial Agent 
of Trinidad, with its associated salary. This must have placed him in a difficult financial position 
because that same year, Henry offered the land and house in Marnhull for rent, and all the 
contents of his house for sale. Henry moved to London in 1828, but his children (aged ten and 
nine) probably stayed on in Dorset to finish their education.  

In August 1836, aged 18, William Cutler was accepted as a clerk in the London law firm of his 
uncle, Frederick Cutler. He went on to become a solicitor in London. Catherine also followed 
a Cutler family tradition and became a school teacher. In June 1841, Catherine was a 
schoolmistress at the Puddletown school, about 7km north-east of Dorchester27. Henry Cutler 
died in 183828, having seen his children grow to adulthood with good career and marriage 
prospects. William inherited the property at Marnhull. 

We don’t know for sure when or how Catherine met the young Dr Sprott Boyd in Weymouth. 
Perhaps Catherine took up a teaching position in Weymouth and they probably met at one of 
the large social events held in this seaside town. In 1842, Sprott moved from Cobourg Place 
to a larger terrace house in the same street, 11 Frederick Place29. This house had three 
storeys, an attic and basement and was a very desirable address.  

Frederick Place was a more suitable residence for a married man and family. By 1844, Sprott 
must have felt more secure financially because Catherine and Sprott decided to marry. They 
signed a Marriage Settlement, whereby Sprott placed two sums of £825 at 3 per cent ‘Consols’ 
(Consolidated Stock) and £975 at 3 per cent Reduced Bank Annuities in trust to pay the 
income to Catherine for life, and after her death to Sprott for life, and after his death to divide 
the capital between the children of the marriage. One of the trustees was Catherine’s brother, 
William H. Cutler30. 

                                                 
25 St Gregory Church Marnhull Parish records. 
26 Managing the British Empire; The Crown Agents 1833-1914. By David Sunderland. p.29 
27 1841 England Census. Puddletown used to be named Piddletown. 
28 The date and place of Henry’s death are uncertain. The last certain reference to him alive is as a landowner at 
Marnhull Dorset in 1838. He does not appear in the 1841 census and was deceased by Dec 1844.  
29 Pigott’s Directory, Weymouth 1844 
30 Letter from J.H.T. Chowne to J.A. Boyd, 11 Jan 1900 
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10-12 Frederick Place, Weymouth31 

Marriage and a family 

Sprott Boyd (aged 29) and Catherine Cutler (24) were married on Christmas Eve 1844 at the 
mediaeval St Peter’s Church, Dorchester. Catherine’s uncle, Rev. Richard Cutler M.A., was 
master of the Dorchester Free School and the curate of All Saints at that time, so he may have 
officiated at their marriage, or given Catherine away, being her nearest surviving relative of 
that generation.  

 

St Peters, Dorchester 

                                                 
31 British Listed Buildings. https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101148053- 
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On returning to Weymouth, Sprott began to introduce Catherine to Weymouth society, and 
their first opportunity was to attend a civic banquet given by the Mayor32. Early in their 
marriage, Catherine demonstrated her social skills and awareness by entertaining a “large 
and fashionable party to an elegant ball and supper, at their residence, Frederick Place. The 
evening was one of extreme cheerfulness and gaiety, and dancing throughout was kept up 
with much spirit.”33 Catherine was probably an extrovert, and quickly developed a reputation 
for entertaining guests, which she seemed to enjoy, but it was also a way to help grow her 
husband’s business. In this respect, Sprott and Catherine made a good pair.  

Sprott and Catherine didn’t waste any time starting a family. John Archibald Boyd (known as 
Archie) was born at Frederick Place on 2 February 184634 and baptised at St Mary’s, 
Melcombe Regis, on 4 March35. Sprott’s brother, Dr Robert Boyd, moved to the Weymouth 
district that year and married a local woman. Sprott was a witness at their wedding. Robert 
Boyd was interested in the understanding and treatment of the insane, and some of his 
knowledge must have rubbed off on Sprott, who developed an interest in this subject later in 
life. 

For the Boyd family, 1847 was a momentous year. In February, Sprott’s brother Philip (aged 
23), drowned while trying to cross the Clarence River in northern New South Wales. Sprott’s 
father, John Boyd of Broadmeadows, died in Scotland on 9 September 1847. He left 
Broadmeadows to his eldest son, Archibald, who decided to sell the estate soon afterwards 
and moved to London. On 10 September 1847, Sprott and Catherine’s second child, a 
daughter, was born at Frederick Place. She was baptised Frances Isabella Boyd at St Mary’s 
on 5 November 184736, but was always known as Fanny. With two young children to care for, 
the Frederick Place household expanded to include a housemaid, the cook and a nursemaid. 
Sprott also took in his sister, Maggie (aged 19), who needed somewhere to live following the 
death of her father and the sale of Broadmeadows. No doubt Maggie enjoyed helping to raise 
her nephew and niece.  

My great-grandfather Robert Mitchell Boyd, Sprott and Catherine’s third and last child, was 
born at Frederick Place during April 184937 and was baptised at St Mary’s on 4 May 184938. 
He was always known as Mitch. The Boyds now had three children under four years old and 
Catherine employed an under-nursemaid as well, which meant Frederick Place was too small. 
The family moved to 18 Royal Terrace, a very swanky address on the corner of The Esplanade 
and Gloucester Street, overlooking the Weymouth seafront39. It had three storeys plus attic 
and basement, and was wider and deeper than Frederick Place. 

                                                 
32 Sherborne Mercury 5 Feb 1845 
33 Dorset County Chronicle and Somersetshire Gazette, 24 Apr 1845 
34 Sherborne Mercury 7 Feb 1846 
35 St Mary’s, Melcombe Regis, Parish records 
36 St Mary’s, Melcombe Regis, Parish records 
37 There is no record of his exact birthday in the Dorset Registry Office; the England & Wales BMD Indexes; 
Parish records or in newspapers. His siblings were baptised 25-30 days after their births. 
38 St Mary’s, Melcombe Regis, Parish records 
39 18 Royal Terrace is now No. 84 The Esplanade. 
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Royal Terrace, The Esplanade, Weymouth. (No 18 is the house on the right) 

 

During the 1850s, Sprott’s practice continued to grow. He was now a Licentiate of the Society 
of Apothecaries (L.S.A.), which matched his competition in town. There were numerous 
physicians and surgeons in Weymouth at that time, including Drs Fox and Symes, who were 
in general practice at No. 6 Royal Terrace, and Dr Lithgow R.N. (retired) at No 13 Royal 
Terrace40. Sprott became an auditor for the Board of Health for the Borough of Weymouth and 
Melcombe Regis, and continued in his role as honorary surgeon for the Weymouth Dispensary 
and Royal Infirmary41 which, in 1853, admitted 259 out-patients and 32 in-patients42. As well 
as his regular clientele, the newspapers reported that Sprott was often called upon to treat 
victims of burns, falls, fractures, crushings, poisonings, drownings, heart attacks etc. 
Occasionally, he was required to give evidence at Coroners’ inquests and once at the Assizes 
during a manslaughter trial. Sprott became the preferred Medical Examiner in Weymouth for 
several life assurance societies. He continued as chairman of the Weymouth Literary and 
Scientific Institution, occasionally presenting a lecture himself, and became honorary 
secretary of the Weymouth Book Society. He was very busy! The following photo was taken 
at the London School of Photography, 78 Newgate St, London; date unknown but probably 
1855-57. 

                                                 
40 England Census, 31 Mar 1851 
41 Dorset County Chronicle 28 Nov 1850 
42 Southern Times and Dorset County Herald 10 Dec 1853 
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Dr Sprott Boyd43 

 

With Sprott so busy, Catherine shouldered the responsibility for raising and educating the 
children. Sprott’s deep interest in science certainly encouraged his children to explore and 
take a keen interest in the natural world, and the environment around Weymouth provided 
plenty of exploration opportunities to fascinate young minds. Catherine, as an ex-teacher, had 
the task of instructing the children how to read and write, and to appreciate the arts. In this, 
Catherine may have employed the services of Mrs. Maria Kneller Parker as a governess. 

With their closeness in age, the children developed strong bonds with each other, which they 
maintained throughout their lives. By all later accounts, Sprott and Catherine were both 
adoring and adored parents.  

                                                 
43 On the back is written “Grandfather Boyd” and it came via William Sprott Boyd’s family, which fits the 
notation. Some question the likeness, but the lazy left eyelid is characteristic. 
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Emigration to Australia 

In 1857, Sprott and Catherine, made the decision to move to Australia. Their reasons for doing 
this are unclear. Eleanor Boushey says that Sprott had accepted an offer of employment from 
the “Australian Mutual Benefits Providence Society” 44, but records of the A.M.P. Society show 
that Sprott joined this organisation more than a year after his arrival in Sydney. More likely, 
Sprott was attracted by the stories of New South Wales he had heard from his elder pioneering 
brothers, Archibald (now back in England permanently) and William, sister Anne, and from 
newspaper accounts of the exploits of his cousins, the Boyds of Merton Hall. William Boyd 
and Anne Boyd (now married to Andrew Wauchope) were still the holders and landlords of 
grazing runs near Glen Innes, N.S.W. The Wauchopes sailed back to Scotland in February 
1855 and, coincidentally, Dr and Mrs a’Beckett and their family were cabin passengers on the 
same ship45. Dr Arthur Martin a’Beckett had been practising medicine in N.S.W. since 1838 
and was contemplating a permanent return to England. Perhaps during the long voyage, Anne 
saw an opportunity for Sprott to take over Dr a’Beckett’s practice in Sydney, and arranged an 
introduction. The colony was growing fast following the gold rush of the mid 1850s and medical 
services were stretched. I am sure that Sprott would have been armed with many letters of 
introduction, and the names of people to contact when he arrived. 

On 15 July 1857, the family held an auction of their effects at their residence 18 Royal Terrace, 
Weymouth, and prepared to leave England.46 Many people in Weymouth were sorry to see 
them leave, and raised subscriptions to buy Sprott gifts of appreciation. The Weymouth Book 
Society presented Sprott with a handsome bronze figure of Lorenzo Medici, copied from the 
famous statue at Florence, and inscribed on the base “Presented to SPROTT BOYD, Esq., M.D., 
by the members the WEYMOUTH BOOK SOCIETY, in grateful acknowledgment of his long and 
valuable services as their Honorary Secretary, and admiration of his Social Virtues and distinguished 
Professional Ability. Weymouth, July, 1857.”47 Some of Sprott’s patients presented him with a 
silver epergne or centre piece, executed by Mr. J. Vincent, silversmith, St. Mary Street. In each 
compartment of the base are shields, on which are engraved the Weymouth arms, the Boyd 
coat of arms with the motto Confido, and the inscription “Presented to Sprott Boyd, M.D., by his 
patients, as a mark of esteem and respect, on his leaving Weymouth, July, 1857.”48 Two other gifts 
presented to him were a bronze sculpture of the mathematician Cassini after Jean Guillaume 
Moitte by Damerat, 1789; and a French bronze clock. All these pieces are held by branches 
of the Boyd family in Australia and the U.S.A. His friends knew that Sprott would appreciate 
the gifts. 

Another very welcome present came on 6 August 1857 when Sprott became an honorary 
Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons of England (F.R.C.S).49 Sprott probably sold his 
practice to Dr Andrew Brown M.D., who moved into 18 Royal Terrace.   

 

  

                                                 
44 “The Boyd Family Story”, by Eleanor Sprott Boyd Boushey, 1995 p 88 
45 Sydney Morning Herald 17 Feb 1855 
46 Dorset County Chronicle 9 Jul 1857 
47 Dorset County Chronicle 23 Jul 1857 
48 Dorset County Chronicle 6 Aug 1857 
49 Plarr’s Lives of the Fellows of the Royal College of Surgeons of England, 1930, Vol I, p 132 
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Gifts to Dr Sprott Boyd upon leaving Weymouth, 1857. 

      

 Bronze, Lorenzo de Medici Silver, Epergne 

 

      

 Bronze, Cassini Bronze, Clock 
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Sprott booked a first-class passage on the maiden voyage of the Duncan Dunbar, a brand-
new clipper ship, which left Plymouth on the 1 September 1857 for Sydney. On board were 
Sprott (42) and Catherine (37), their three children, Archie (11), Fanny (9) and Mitch (8), two 
servants and Sprott’s younger sister, Margaret ‘Maggie’ Alexina Boyd (29). There were 57 
other cabin passengers, and 36 in steerage. One of the other cabin passengers was Mrs Maria 
Kneller Parker, the children’s governess. The ship also carried prized cattle and horses, and 
general freight for the colony. The Boyd’s voyage was slower than usual due to light winds 
until reaching 47oS, where a very severe storm came across the Indian Ocean. For the 
children, the voyage must have been an adventure. Seeing the Australian mainland for the 
first time must have been exciting, possibly a relief. They arrived in Sydney on 16 December 
1857 after a voyage of 102 days, with no loss of human life.50 Coincidentally, a sister ship, the 
Dunbar, was wrecked at Sydney Heads on 20 August 1857 with a large loss of life. News of 
this tragedy did not reach England until after the Duncan Dunbar had sailed, and there were 
local rumours in Weymouth that Dr Boyd and his family had died. The newspapers eventually 
corrected the rumour.  

 

Duncan Dunbar, 1374t, wood clipper, built 1857 by Laing, Sunderland for Duncan Dunbar. 51 

The family settled initially at 140 Castlereagh Street-north, Sydney, which they leased for 12 
months at £275 per annum. Sprott put up his shingle and quickly began drumming up 
business, with hours of consultation from 1 to 3 p.m.52 Using his experience in Weymouth as 
a template for success, Sprott advertised himself by giving illustrated lectures on physiology. 
In Sydney, Sprott gave two lectures on “Why we breathe and How” at the School of Arts.53 He 
gave lectures also in 1859 and 1860 on “Recent African Discoveries”, suggesting that he was 
interested in more than just medicine. The chairman of this institution was Dr a’Beckett, of 

                                                 
50 Maitland Mercury and Hunter River General Advertiser 17 Dec 1857 
51 "The Clipper Ship 'Duncan Dunbar' 1600 Tons". T.G. Dutton, printer and engraver. Day & Son (engravers). William 
Foster (publisher). Hand-coloured lithograph: Royal Museums Greenwich, London (PY0653)    
52 Sydney Morning Herald 21 Jan 1858 
53 Sydney Morning Herald 25 Aug 1858 
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whom more later. Sprott also attended the Queen’s Birthday levee at Government House, 
where he presented his card. Still following the Weymouth template, on 27 October 1858, 
Sprott was unanimously elected one of the physicians to the Benevolent Society, replacing Dr 
Macfarlane.54  

The same month, the Boyd family and the medical practice moved to 6 Lyons Terrace on 
Liverpool Street, looking north over Hyde Park. After a court case, Sprott was eventually forced 
to pay out the full lease term on the Castlereagh Street house. Sprott and Catherine seemed 
to prefer terrace houses, and Lyons Terrace was one of the best addresses and finest 
residences in Sydney at that time. At Lyons Terrace, Catherine and Sprott regularly invited 
guests to dinner, and their circle of friends grew, along with Sprott’s practice55. No. 4 Lyons 
Terrace was occupied by Dr John Belisario, a well-known dental surgeon who had several 
daughters. The Boyd and Belisario families became good friends and kept in touch for many 
years. Behind the terrace was a paddock bounded by what are now Commonwealth, Brisbane 
and Goulburn Streets. This is where the family’s horses were kept.  

 

Lyons Terrace, Liverpool Street, Sydney circa 1875-8556. No 6 is on the right. 
 

The final piece of his Weymouth template fell into place when, on 25 February 1859, Sprott 
was appointed Chief Medical Referee to the Australian Mutual Provident Society (A.M.P.) in 

                                                 
54 Sydney Morning Herald 27 Oct 1858 
55 Dr George Fortescue later sniped at Catherine Boyd’s ability to increase business by giving a few big dinners. 
Published Memoirs of Dr Robert Scot Skirving, p 155 
56 State Library of NSW. Collection. Lyons Terrace was built by Samuel Lyons in 1841-2, and demolished in 
1905. 
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the place of Dr a’Beckett,57 a position Sprott held until 1876. On 1 April 1859, Sprott agreed to 
purchase Dr a’Beckett’s practice for £1500, which included an introduction to his patients, and 
an understanding that Dr a’Beckett would not return to consultation practice in Sydney for a 
period of three years and general practice for five years. Sprott was under the impression that 
Dr a’Beckett never intended to return and, when he did in 1865, Sprott thought, in hindsight, 
that he had paid too much for the practice. This misunderstanding led to an unsavoury 
exchange of letters in the press.58 

One of Catherine and Sprott’s first priorities on arrival in Sydney was to arrange for their 
children’s education. Archie was sent to The Grammar School (later Sydney Grammar School) 
at the start of 1858, while Fanny and Mitch stayed at home with their live-in governess, Mrs 
Maria Kneller Parker, and aunt Maggie. The Grammar School was a short walk down Hyde 
Park from Lyons Terrace, as was the newly-built Sydney Museum. The three children visited 
the museum often and, encouraged by Gerard Krefft the assistant curator, began to collect 
specimens of local flora and fauna and to donate them to the museum. Archie in particular 
was fascinated by the natural world. The three Boyd children and Archie’s school friend, 
Houghton Bradley, ranged far and wide in pursuit of specimens for the Museum – taking their 
ponies around the southern shores of the harbour; through the rain-forested gullies that lead 
down to beaches like Bondi, Tamarama, Bronte, Clovelly, Coogee, Maroubra and Malabar; 
around the rocky platforms, crevices and cliffs between South Head and La Perouse, and 
through the creeks and streams that lead down from the lakes near Randwick to the wetlands 
along the northern shore of Botany Bay. It seems that Sprott and Catherine gave their children 
free-rein in this pursuit, and Sprott himself became an active supporter. The back yard at 
Lyons Terrace would have housed an aviary and a small zoo. Sprott was elected in May 1859 
to the Philosophical Society of New South Wales59, and to its council in 1861. In 1862, Sprott 
was elected to the Board of Trustees of the Australian Museum, a high honour. Dr a’Beckett 
had also held these positions and it seems that Sprott was following in his footsteps. 

In 1859, Mitch was also sent to The Grammar School but, after only one term, he was sent to 
a new Primary Classical School at Eglinton House, Glebe Point, established by the Rev. John 
Pendrill, who was a patient and friend of Sprott’s. Perhaps Sprott believed that this school 
would offer Mitch a better education.  

Sprott was a foundation member of the Australian Medical Association in 1859, and was on 
its first Council, but was replaced on the Council by Dr George Walker in July 186160. George 
Walker also replaced Sprott as Honorary Physician of the Benevolent Society in 1860, on the 
basis that some councillors wished to see “fresh blood infused into the medical 
management”,61 which might have caused Sprott some disappointment, as he clearly wished 
to continue in that role.62 

Sprott’s sister Maggie married Major James Campbell of the 50th Regiment, Madras Native 
Infantry, on 3 November 1859 at Christ Church, Sydney. Sprott’s family and brother William, 
with wife Anne, attended the wedding. James’ regiment was posted to Tasmania soon after 
the honeymoon, and William Boyd and Anne sailed for England (finally) on the 14 November 
1859, after selling his famous Stonehenge Station, near Glen Innes. Anne (Boyd) and her 
husband, Andrew Wauchope, remained absentee landlords for the adjoining Moredun Station 

                                                 
57 A Brief History of the Australian Mutual Provident Society, (1849-1978) 
58 Empire, 28 Apr 1866 
59 Sydney Morning Herald 13 May 1859 
60 Empire 20 Jul 1861 
61 Empire 31 Jan 1860 
62 Sydney Morning Herald 9 Feb 1860 
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until Andrew sold it in 1889. Sprott was close to his brother Willie and would have been very 
sad to see him leave Australia. Sprott, Catherine and their children were the only Boyd family 
left to carry on the name in New South Wales.  

In January 1860, Sprott became legally qualified to be a medical witness at the New South 
Wales Coroners’ inquests and inquiries, and from then on he was frequently called upon.63 
Later that year, Sprott was appointed as a Visitor for the Government Tarban Creek Lunatic 
Asylum with an annual salary of £97-10-00 plus £87-13-4 allowance.64 The salary and 
allowance were reviewed annually. His duties required him to visit Tarban Creek (Gladesville) 
Asylum once a week and see all the inmates, and to visit the inmates of the Parramatta Asylum 
once a quarter. Sprott had been inspired by conversations in Weymouth with his brother, Dr 
Robert Boyd, to take an interest in those suffering from mental illnesses. By all accounts, 
Sprott was a kind and sympathetic visitor to these institutions. In 1863, he gave evidence to a 
Parliamentary Select Committee on Lunatic Asylums set up by the Legislative Assembly, 
advocating “the construction of an additional asylum intended to serve as a half-way house 
between Tarban Creek and freedom and he wanted the existing premises made more 
comfortable and less like a prison. He felt that the certification procedures were inadequate 
and wanted certifying practitioners to be obliged to give full details of their history taking, 
clinical findings and diagnosis on the certification slip”65. 

A younger contemporary, Sir Philip Sydney Jones, described Sprott as a “dear and prosperous 
practitioner who made his patients quite contented with the diagnosis of an ‘irritation on the 
liver’, and he seemed to cure it”. Another younger contemporary, Dr George Fortescue, said 
that Sprott “earned his living by giving his patients sympathy but devilish little else.”66 Both 
descriptions of Sprott’s treatment methods show that by removing stress and allowing time, 
the human body has a remarkable capacity to heal itself of minor ailments, and also, that 
Sprott was a good listener and a kind gentleman. Sprott was a generous donor to flood and 
other disaster relief funds, and to charities such as the City Night Refuge & Soup Kitchen, the 
Destitute Children’s Asylum, the Deaf, Dumb and Blind Institute, the Sydney Ragged and 
Industrial Schools etc. He was a supporter of the arts, especially the composer and virtuoso 
pianist Signor Cesare Cutolo, who had tutored Fanny. And from 1863 until 1883 he gave his 
time to the University of Sydney as an honorary examiner for the School of Medicine. 

During the first half of the 1860s, two of Sprott’s siblings died back in England; Rebecca in 
1860 and Archibald in 1864. Sprott’s eldest son, Archie, lasted two terms at Sydney University 
in 1861 before withdrawing from studies. Sprott tried to help Archie find a career, introducing 
him to his network of friends and acquaintances, and to the Governor at a levee in May 1863. 
Archie tried working on a sheep station in Queensland, and for a time in a bank in Sydney, but 
he could not settle down. On 31 May 1865 aged 19, Archie sailed for Ovalau, Fiji, to make a 
life for himself on a Pacific island.67 Archie’s departure took with it Sprott’s strong connection 
to the Sydney Museum, and Sprott resigned his trusteeship soon afterwards68, possibly 
indicating some displeasure at the Museum’s inability to provide employment for his son, who 
had contributed so much to the Museum’s collection over seven years.  

                                                 
63 Sydney Morning Herald 21 Jan 1860 
64 New South Wales Public Service Lists, 1858-1870 (Ancestry.com). Annual Report for 1860. 
65 Centenary Book of the University of Sydney Faculty of Medicine. Young J.A., Sefton A.J, Webb N (Eds).1984 
66 Published Memoirs of Dr Robert Scot Skirving, p 155. As transcribed by his granddaughter Ann Macintosh in 
a letter to Elaine Roberts, 1991.  
67 Notes by Elaine Roberts, from JA Boyd’s diaries. 
68 Report of the Trustees of the Australian Museum for the year ending 31 Dec 1865. Sydney Morning Herald  
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During the latter half of the 1860s, Fanny and Mitch Boyd completed their education and began 
to strike out on their own also. Mrs. Kneller Parker no longer had pupils at Lyons Terrace, so 
she moved out in March 1864 and established an independent school for Education for the 
Daughters of Gentlemen, with Sprott as one of her referees.69 Fanny found a husband, George 
Wildman Yates Fitzgerald (known as Wildy), an English gentleman who had come to Australia 
for his health. They were married at Christ Church on 13 October 1869, with the Rev. John 
Pendrill assisting and Sprott Boyd as a witness.70 Afterwards, the couple moved to Wildy’s 
small pastoral holding named Shelley’s Flat, between Marulan and Goulburn on the Southern 
New South Wales highlands. Mitch left Pendrill’s school at the end of 1865 and was interested 
in a business career. Sprott introduced Mitch to Sydney’s businessmen and politicians at 
several Vice-Regal levees during 1867-68 and, eventually, this bore fruit when, in 1870, Mitch 
found employment in the fledgling sugar industry in northern New South Wales.  

 

 

   

Catherine Boyd, Sydney 

 

  

                                                 
69 Sydney Morning Herald 28 Jun 1864 
70 Sydney Morning Herald 14 Oct 1869 
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The Empty Nest 

Although the family was now scattered, they wrote to each other often. It would be interesting 
to read the letter in which Archie Boyd informed his parents that he had married a Fijian 
woman, Meri Matanasiga, and that their first grandchild, Reginald Boyd, was born in Fiji in 
1870. Unfortunately, the copies of these letters are badly smudged and the paper is 
disintegrating. Their second grandchild, Fanny’s daughter, was born at Shelley’s Flat on 17 
August 1871. She was named Elizabeth Harriot Fitzgerald and was always called ‘Elsie’.  

Now with two grandchildren and having lived in New South Wales continuously for fourteen 
years, Sprott (58) and Catherine (52) decided to take a holiday for a year, to visit the Middle 
East and their relatives and friends in England. Sprott and Catherine were quite adventurous, 
a trait carried by their children. Archie came back from Fiji to see them before they departed, 
and to meet his niece, Elsie. In November 1871, Sprott and Catherine began advertising all of 
their furniture, pianoforte, china, bronze sculptures, paintings, microscope, medical 
instruments, library, horses, harness and carriages etc. for sale. On 29 December, they 
boarded the R.M.S.S. Behar for Suez, accompanied by their friend and neighbour, Dr John 
Belisario.71 Archie Boyd returned to Fiji on 6 January 1872, having seen his parents off and, 
on 13 January, No. 6 Lyons Terrace was taken over by Dr George Fortescue. On 21 January, 
Sprott’s good friend and Mitch’s teacher, Rev. John Pendrill, died at his home in Glebe. 

Sprott kept a diary of their travels that year. It is a hard-cover Letts Diary (Colonial Edition) for 
1872, with one lined 12x19 cm page per day, and an Almanac in the front, full of useful 
information about mail dates and costs, weights and measures, and the addresses of major 
banks and Government officials in the British Colonies72. Like many doctors, Sprott’s 
handwriting is very hard to read. He mostly used a fine-nibbed pen with black ink to write in 
cursive script, best described as a scrawl, especially towards the bottom of each page. He 
also used many non-standard abbreviations with little punctuation. The script is of a right-
handed person and is so small in places that I think Sprott probably used spectacles. Sprott 
made small sketches to illustrate various things he saw, and he pressed wildflowers between 
many of the pages. 

After stops in Galle (Ceylon) and Aden, Sprott and Catherine arrived in Suez on 11 February 
1872 and caught a train to Cairo. On 20 February, they began a cruise up the Nile River as 
far as the cataracts at Aswan, visiting many ruined temples and tombs along the way, usually 
by donkey. They returned to Cairo on 12 March, went by train to Alexandria, and by coastal 
steamer via Port Said to Jaffa in Palestine, arriving there on 18 March. At Jaffa they joined a 
horseback safari and, over the next forty-three days, rode their way to Jerusalem, south to 
Hebron and across to the Dead Sea, north up the Jordan River with a detour to Haifa, east 
again to the Sea of Galilee, Mount Hermon and Damascus, and then back to the coast at 
Beirut, a distance of at least 400 miles (650 kilometres), averaging 10 miles a day. Except in 
Jerusalem, Haifa, Beirut and Damascus, they camped in tents on the outskirts of villages and 
in olive groves. These days, such a trip would be regarded as a truly remarkable adventure, 
but they seemed to take it in their stride.  

From Beirut, Sprott and Catherine caught a steamer on 1 May to Constantinople, via Tripoli, 
Rhodes and Smyrna, and then travelled overland by river boat and train to Vienna and Munich. 
By June they were back in England, staying with Catherine’s brother William Cutler and his 
family at 29 Bedford Square, London and at the old Cutler family home in Marnhull, Dorset. 

                                                 
71 Sydney Morning Herald 29 Dec 1871 
72 Sprott bought this diary at John Sands Stationers, the Sydney agent for Letts. John Sands was my great-great 
grandfather on my mother’s side. 
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Sprott spent the next month or so visiting his Boyd relatives. On 25 August, he and Catherine 
took the train to Edinburgh and Stirling, where they stayed with Sprott’s sister, Anne 
Wauchope and her family at Tillicoultry. From there, over the next month they worked their 
way slowly back to southern England, visiting friends, family and Sprott’s childhood haunts in 
the Scottish Borders, and sightseeing through the Lake District, Liverpool, Manchester, 
Birmingham, Leamington and Oxford.  

On 13 November, they began their homeward journey to Sydney, travelling by train from Paris 
through France to Italy, where they visited museums, art galleries and classical ruins in Turin, 
Genoa, Pisa, Florence, Rome, Naples and Pompeii - places that Sprott had last visited in 
1838, but Catherine had never seen. They boarded a steamer at Brindisi on 30 November, 
reached Suez on 10 December, and arrived back in Sydney aboard the R.M.S.S. Baroda on 
22 January 1873. While they had been away, Australia had established telegraphic connection 
with Europe. All the places and dates are recorded in Sprott’s diary, but it is the descriptions 
of what he saw and what interested him that are important, and give deeper insight into what 
sort of man he was.  

First and foremost, Sprott was a Scotsman in heart and mind, and he had the accent to go 
with it. On many occasions, Sprott compared the countryside in Palestine to the countryside 
where he grew up in the Scottish Borders, and he used Scottish terms such as “glen” and 
“burn” to describe what he saw. Sprott was also very careful with his money, recording how 
much he spent down to the nearest shilling, commenting on whether goods were dear or 
cheap, if their hotel was of good value or not, and grumbling if he thought he had been cheated. 
He even recorded money that he gave to Cath or Kate (as he called his wife). Not to say that 
Sprott was averse to spending money on high quality trinkets and jewellery at the right price, 
and he was always on the lookout for high quality bronzes but, on this trip, did not find any 
bargains. When camped at Nablus, their tent was robbed during the night and Sprott lost all 
the trinkets he had bought in Jerusalem “which cost £7, no great worry to me. They were all 
well-chosen” but Sprott paid out another £5/5/- to try and recover the stolen goods which, if 
not recovered, the Government might pay him £5 in compensation. “So I am sure to lose £10 
besides the worry.” 

Secondly, Sprott was a keen observer and lover of the natural world, describing in some detail 
the landscapes he saw, the trees and flowers, birds and animals, crops and orchards, rocks 
and landforms. For instance, this description when at Aswan “While there an immense flight 
of storks came up from the South very high in air. They looked as thick as a dense cloud of 
gnats of a summer day and they circled in unison with several landing in fields, 10,000 in all, 
a wonderful sight.” and this one from the top of Duomo in Florence “I doubt if there is a finer 
(view) in the world. I am inclined to put it as No. 1, the hills, the valleys and the green foliage. 
The light and shade, the sparkling of villas, the broaching of the line of hills by lofty churches 
and pines with the river winding through all within the grand foreground of the city itself. The 
magnificent panorama all round is splendid. Came down with regret.” He passed his love of 
nature on to his children. 
 
Thirdly, and perhaps unusually for a man of medicine, Sprott was a keen student and critic of 
classical architecture, sculpture and the fine arts. At the many mosques, temples, tombs and 
ruins that they visited in the Middle East, Sprott recorded and commented on the proportions 
and attractiveness of their layout, the size and finish of the stones and masonry, and the 
carvings on walls, bases, pillars and capitals. He made small sketches of parts of temples to 
illustrate a description, but he preferred (in 1872) to purchase photographs of the places that 
impressed him. His collection of large-format professional-quality prints, mounted on thick 
board, are still held in the family. He made very few comments about what the temples were 
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used for, and seemed to have little interest in religion, except as a curiosity. Although he was 
well-versed in the stories from the Old Testament, his tour of the Middle East was definitely 
not a pilgrimage.  

In his travels to Vienna, Munich and the Italian cities, Sprott re-acquainted himself with the 
works of the old masters that had impressed him so much back in 1837-38. He fancied himself 
as a classical scholar and a good judge of painting and sculpture. He had an artist’s eye, 
highlighted for instance in this description of sunset on the Red Sea “A beautiful sunset the 
second good one we have had. Not a cloud but the pink yellow glow all along the west meeting 
the dark blue of the sea such as one sees in Warren’s pictures of Egypt. Afterwards a filter of 
light from the West up to the zenith.” And this “Got to Smyrna about seven, the sunset being 
splendid. The sunset effect on the town and the mountains behind the most magical scene 
and air. The purple of the hills, the deep green of the Cypress groves and the brilliant green, 
blue, pink, white of the houses, and the red tiled roofs with the trees peering out from among 
them in numberless points excelled everything I ever saw.” Sprott was fond of using 
superlatives. I think you could describe him as a romantic, and it would not surprise me if he 
read and wrote poetry on occasions. It is not surprising that his friends in Weymouth, knowing 
Sprott’s passions, gave him classical bronze and silver sculptures when he left Weymouth in 
1857. 
 

 
 

Dr Sprott Boyd 
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Upon his return to Sydney, Sprott wasted no time in re-establishing his medical practice, 
temporarily at Strathspey House, 213 ½ Macquarie Street, but by March he was back in Lyons 
Terrace, but at No. 2, with Dr. George Fortescue still at No 6. Sprott also resumed his 
appointments with the A.M.P. Society and Sydney University. From 1870, Sprott was an 
honorary physician to St Vincent’s Hospital and, upon his return in 1873, became an honorary 
consulting physician, assisting in medical cases and, once, showing the Governor and a vice 
regal party around the hospital. According to the 1874 Annual Report, Sprott’s “urbanity, 
kindness and attention endeared him to the patients in St Vincent’s Hospital”.  
 
Daughter Fanny and her family had decided to return to England due to Wildy’s continued 
poor health and, in May 1873, Sprott sailed with them as far as Melbourne to see them off on 
the S.S. Northumberland.73 Sadly, Fanny’s husband, Wildy Fitzgerald, died during the voyage 
of an epileptic fit. On arriving in England, Fanny and Elsie lived for some time with the 
Fitzgerald family in Somerset, but in 1874 she moved to 8 Eaton Square in London.  
 
In 1875, Sprott’s health began to trouble him and he was confined to bed on a few occasions. 
Then in August 1875, Sprott’s youngest sister, Frances Jean ‘Fanny’ Boyd, died in Scotland. 
These two events, and Fanny’s situation in London, seem to have prompted Sprott and 
Catherine to return to England temporarily. In December 1875, Sprott advised that, owing to 
his early departure on a visit to Europe, he would see no fresh cases after the 31 December74, 
and in February, they offered the contents of No. 2 Lyons Terrace for sale by auction75. Archie 
and Mitch came to Sydney to help with the removal and to say goodbye to their parents, who 
departed Sydney on 28 February 1876 aboard the R.M.S. Normanby for Marseilles, via 
Brisbane and Singapore76. A Dr Marshall moved into No. 2 Lyons Terrace. 
 

 

Retirement 

In London, Sprott and Catherine leased a four-storey plus basement Georgian terrace house 
at 34 St George’s Road (now St George’s Drive), Pimlico. Fanny and Elsie (aged five) moved 
in with them, as well as a housemaid, parlourmaid, cook and lady’s maid. This would remain 
the Boyd’s family home for the next twelve years. Catherine’s brother William and his family 
lived less than half a mile away at 64 Claverton Street, so Catherine got to know her eight 
nieces and nephews quite well.  

Son Mitch came to stay with them in May 1877. In one of his letters to his brother Archie back 
in Australia, Mitch said that Sprott and Catherine had decided not to return to Australia for 
some years77. Sprott had retired from medical practice78 but continued to follow advances in 
medicine keenly and to do some research of his own. While Mitch was in England, Sprott, 
Catherine and Fanny set about finding him a wife and, on 31 January 1878, Mitch married his 
second cousin, Eliza Agnes Brown (known as Aggie) in Edinburgh. The newly married couple 
returned to Australia in June 1878. Aggie was armed with a monogrammed receipt book79 of 
homely pudding recipes, and a comprehensive medical chest with numerous remedies written 

                                                 
73 Empire 14 May 1873 
74 Sydney Morning Herald 29 Dec 1875 
75 Sydney Morning Herald 7 Feb 1876 
76 Sydney Morning Herald 28 Feb 1876 
77 J A Boyd diary entry 10 Oct 1877 
78 England Census, 3 April 1881 shows Sprott’s occupation as “MD Edinb, not practising” 
79 “Receipt” is an archaic term for “Recipe” 
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out by Sprott. The couple set up home at Chatsworth Island on the Clarence River in northern 
New South Wales, where Mitch managed the C.S.R. Chatsworth sugar mill. Over the next four 
years, Mitch and Aggie produced three grandchildren for Sprott and Catherine; William Sprott 
Boyd (known as little Sprott, born 6 June 1879), Robert Sprott Boyd (born 4 October 1880 and 
died of pneumonia aged eleven months) and Isabella Sprott Boyd (known as Ella, born 15 
June 1882, my grandmother).  

The same month that Ella was born, Mitch decided to set up an independent sugar plantation 
and mill at Ripple Creek in far north Queensland, with the help of his brother Archie, and 
finance from Wood Bros brewing company. By the end of 1882, Mitch, Aggie and their two 
young children, plus Archie and his son, Reginald, were established at Ripple Creek, so Sprott 
and Catherine decided that it would be a good time to visit their sons and grandchildren. On 
15 February 1883, they boarded the P&O steamer Shannon and, via Suez, arrived in Sydney 
on 3 April, after a seven-year absence.  

Sprott and Catherine spent six weeks in Sydney visiting old friends and places, and attending 
social functions before sailing north to Ripple Creek80, where they met their grandchildren 
Reginald (13), little Sprott (4), and Ella (2) for the first time on 28 May 1883. Sprott and 
Catherine spent three months at Ripple Creek. They were introduced to all the other sugar 
planters’ families and other important people in Ingham and the Herbert River district. They 
watched the early development of the Ripple Creek plantation, and watched sugar being milled 
and refined at a nearby mill so, by the time they left, they had a deeper appreciation of what 
their sons were trying to achieve and the challenges they faced. Most importantly, they 
developed a close relationship with their Australian grandchildren and, by all accounts, 
Catherine was a loving and doting grandmother.  

On returning to Sydney in September, Sprott resigned from the various honorary positions he 
held with the Sydney University Faculty of Medicine, A.M.P. Society and St Vincent’s Hospital. 
On 5 October, Sprott and Catherine boarded the R.M.S. Clyde for London. This was the last 
time they would visit Australia. 

On 25 March 1884, Aggie Boyd gave birth to another son at Ripple Creek, Archibald Herbert 
Boyd, but tragically, Aggie died of a haemorrhage a few hours after the birth. Eliza Agnes Boyd 
was buried at the small Ripple Creek Cemetery. Mitch Boyd now had three children under five 
to care for and also his new sugar business to manage. He needed help, so Mitch’s sister, 
Fanny, left her daughter, Elsie (aged 12), in Sprott and Catherine’s care and came out on the 
R.M.S. Merkara via Cooktown, arriving at Ripple Creek on 29 May 188481. Fanny stayed at 
Ripple Creek for four months looking after her two nephews and niece, while Mitch oversaw 
construction of the new Ripple Creek sugar mill. No doubt after much discussion and many 
telegrams between Ingham and London, the family decided that Fanny should take little Sprott, 
then aged five, back to England for the benefit of his education and temporary relief for Mitch. 
Fanny and little Sprott, accompanied by pet owls and a kangaroo, left Townsville on the R.M.S. 
Dorunda for London via Cooktown and Batavia on 6 November 188482. They arrived safely in 
London on 19 February 1885. Mitch employed a Mrs. Burgess to help with the other two 
children. 

Little Sprott stayed in England until mid-1888, spending three months of each year with his 
maternal grandmother’s family, the Browns and Dunlops at 2 Blantyre Terrace, Edinburgh, 
and the remainder with Sprott, Catherine, Fanny and Elsie at 34 St George’s Road. 

                                                 
80 Brisbane Courier 18 May 1883 
81 JA Boyd’s diary 29 May 1884 
82 JA Boyd’s diary 5 Nov 1884 



Sprott Boyd (1814-1902) and Catherine Cutler (1819-1894). By A.G. Connor, 2019  

27 
 

Occasionally, Sprott would take the family down to the south coast of England to stay at Bovey 
House, Beer, Dorset. This was near Forde Abbey where Sprott’s sister, Jane (Boyd) Evans, 
and her son Herbert lived. Sprott was close to his sister Jane and, eventually, Elsie inherited 
Forde Abbey from her great aunt Jane and cousin Herbert.  

Catherine spent a lot of time with little Sprott and taught him to read. Sprott spent less time 
with his grandson, preferring to spend “his days in a room upstairs, peering through a 
microscope looking at bacilli”83, but sometimes he took little Sprott for a walk to the Victoria 
and Albert or the Natural History Museums in Kensington. Sprott may have passed on some 
of his love of nature and art to his grandson.  

Like his brother Robert, Sprott began to suffer from rheumatism during the 1880s. He found 
that taking the waters at Bath helped relieve the pain, and he visited there often. Occasionally, 
he and Catherine went to the spas at Bad Ems in the German Rhineland, where the following 
portraits were taken.  

       

Catherine and Dr Sprott Boyd 

The year 1887 was an eventful one for Sprott and Catherine. In January, Catherine’s Aunt 
Elizabeth (Cutler) Bennison died at her home in Bath. She appointed Sprott and her 
grandnephew (Catherine’s nephew), Herbert Lygon Cutler, a solicitor, as executors of her will. 
Elizabeth had a substantial estate which she left to various Cutler family members, having no 
children of her own. Probate was granted in April84 and, as Herbert requested, Sprott co-
signed various cheques for distribution to Elizabeth’s heirs. It soon became apparent that 
something was wrong when the cheques did not reach the heirs. It was alleged that Herbert 

                                                 
83 W. Sprott Boyd in ‘The Boyd Family Story, Eleanor Sprott Boyd Boushey 1995 pp117-118 
84 England & Wales, National Probate Calendar (Index of Wills and Administrations), 1858-1995, Ancestry.com 
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Cutler had fraudulently endorsed the cheques, destroyed the paperwork and absconded with 
the funds, leaving Sprott as the surviving executor and trustee to take the blame. Sprott was 
duly taken to court by two of the legatees, was found to be responsible for the acts of his co-
trustee and was ordered to pay restitution.85 Herbert Cutler was never apprehended. 

This scare must have prompted Sprott and his family solicitor, J.H.T. Chowne, to investigate 
other matters where Sprott was involved in trusts and estates. The investigation discovered 
that Catherine’s brother, William Henry Cutler, who was by then the sole trustee of the 
investments held under Sprott and Catherine’s Marriage Settlement agreement of 1844, had 
sold the investments and was unable to account for the proceeds. As restitution, Chowne 
persuaded Cutler to assign the ownership of some heavily mortgaged houses to himself and 
Fanny as the new trustees86. Sprott then had to begin paying off the mortgages. No doubt 
these two events caused some bitterness between the Boyd and Cutler families.  

The other significant events were that Catherine fell and broke her arm, and that Mitch 
announced his engagement to Emily Bradley, nicknamed Tiny, the daughter of the Boyd 
family’s solicitor in Sydney. Catherine wrote the following letter to her son Archie from Bath on 
20 September 1887.  

My Darling Son, 

It is always a pleasure to get one of your dear affectionate letters and in the one received 
this morning all seems bright and well. I am glad you had a little holiday and enjoyed so 
much and then I was thankful to hear that Piggy [A.H. Boyd] was comfortable and liked 
his work. He is a boy I should think who will find friends anywhere, as he was popular at 
school, tell him his Grannie sends him her best love, tell me his address and then I will 
send him some papers occasionally if he would like them.  Little Sprott we hear is still 
whooping but not as much. I hope he will be able to go to chapel next term, he really has 
had a sad long time of weakness. Ella and Mrs Brown have been most kind taking him 
from place to place for change and write that he is much stronger the last fortnight. I shall 
be glad to have him back again with me in about three weeks now. Thank Mr Gaggin for 
the children’s photos. They are pleasant to have but I don’t think they can flatten. I see a 
strong likeness to Sprott in Archie [A.H. Boyd]. I hope and pray that Tiny, when she comes 
to you, will add to the comfort and happiness of all. The dear children can’t recollect any 
other mother so will, I doubt not, take to her if they are encouraged by all around them to 
do so, and I think she is a nice girl. I liked all the sisters and their mother very much. We 
shall like to hear how you get on with the other Mr Wood. I dare say he will be glad to see 
the place you have made. Dear Daddy is pretty well (he has a cold just now) but complains 
of stiffness in his joints which he calls rheumatism but I think it is getting old as he has 
very little pain. We are here for him to take the hot baths of the place which he found did 
him good before, but I don’t think he has benefitted so much this time, but he likes taking 
them and it cleanses him too. Fan and Elsie have been wandering in Brittany for five weeks 
and enjoyed it much and write that they are both much better for the trip. They were to be 
home yesterday and then go for a fortnight to Ford Abbey. We shall all hope to be together 
the first week in October and settle down for winter. My arm is as well, I fancy, as it will 
ever be, that is I shall feel it off and on. It is a great comfort and cause of thankfulness that 
my shoulder is not stiff, which was feared at first. I can use my arm for most things but not 
put it back behind me, and it often, if fatigued, swells up at the joints at night, but I am truly 
greatful [sic] it is no worse, and my general health is better than usual. I trust we shall not 
have a very cold or foggy winter. Tell dearest Mike [R.M. Boyd] with my dearest love that 

                                                 
85 Bristol Mercury 30 March 1889 
86 Letter from JHT Chowne to JA Boyd, 11 Jan 1900. 
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his little son is going on famously and how kind Ella and Mrs Brown have been to him. I 
think his illness has drawn us all together for they write much kore kindly than they used 
to do which I am glad of. I will write to dear Mike next week. There is no news to give. We 
reposted Aunt’s and little Sprott’s letters to them this morning. We can’t think how it is you 
and Mike have not received the £50 each of Auntie’s money from Godderel ere this, as he 
was instructed to send it long ago and is in general so very prompt to do anything he is 
asked to do. We can only think the letter miss carried. I should write to him if you don’t get 
it. The both letters to him daddy mentioned it again, he thinks, but his memory is not to be 
trusted surely. In this respect we are both growing old. I have no memory left. God bless 
and keep you both my dear dear sons. I love you more than tongue can tell. Kiss the little 
ones for me and 
Believe me ever, Your loving old Mammy 
Catherine Boyd 
 

This is the only letter of Catherine’s that has survived and it clearly shows how much she loved 
her family. Mitch Boyd remarried in January 1888 and, later that year, little Sprott returned to 
Queensland to his family and new stepmother.  

In mid-1888, Catherine became very unwell and, in August, suffered a paralytic stroke. 
Although Catherine recovered from this sufficiently to write letters and visit Bath occasionally, 
it was the beginning of a slow decline in her health. Not long after the stroke, the family moved 
to another Georgian terrace at 24 Lexham Gardens, Kensington. The reasons for the move 
are unknown, but perhaps they needed extra rooms for nurses for both Sprott and Catherine. 
And it was closer to the museums. 

 

24 Lexham Gardens, Kensington in 2012, now a hotel 

 

During the 1890s, Sprott’s began to lose his siblings, first his sister Janet Boyd in 1889, and 
then Anne (Boyd) Wauchope in 1891. Prompted by Fanny, who had become Catherine’s full-
time carer, the Australian Boyd families decided that they should visit England again to see 
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Sprott and Catherine, possibly for the last time. Mitch, Tiny, Ella (10) and young Archie (8) 
came to visit between 18 March and 25 May 1892. This was the first time that Sprott and 
Catherine had met their grandson, Archie.  

After Mitch’s return to Ripple Creek and the 1892 crushing season was over, it was Archie’s 
turn to visit his parents. He arrived in London on 29 March and departed again on 30 June 
1893. During Archie’s visit, the family spent some time at Bovey House, Beer, where the 
following photograph was taken on 26 April 1893. 

 

L to R: Lissy Garrick, Catherine Boyd, J Archibald Boyd, Sprott Boyd, Elizabeth ‘Elsie’ 
Fitzgerald and Frances ‘Fanny’ Fitzgerald. 

Catherine looks quite frail in this photograph and, less than a year later on 19 February 1894, 
Catherine died at Lexham Gardens, aged 74. She was buried at Brookwood Cemetery, 
Guildford, Surrey, three days later. In a telegram to his brother Mitch, Archie Boyd said that 
Sprott was “utterly prostrated” by Catherine’s death. This was quickly followed by the death of 
Sprott’s brother, William Mitchell Boyd, at Funchal, Madeira, on 9 April 1894. Elizabeth Brown 
wrote to her granddaughter Ella Boyd at Ripple Creek, “You would be sorry to hear of your 
London grandmame’s death. I know it would distress your father very much and your 
grandfather Sprott is much cut up. He is suffering so much from rheumatism that we feel 
anxious about him. He gets so little sleep. He has gone to Bath. Your Uncle William’s death 
also was a great shock to him”.87 Then on 3 July 1894, Sprott’s sister, Jane (Boyd) Evans, died 
at her Wimbledon residence. Not even the news of Archie’s marriage to Sarah Jane Miskin 
(known as Jeannie) at Ripple Creek on 7 April 1894 could raise Sprott’s spirits, and his health 
continued to decline. In July 1894, Archie Boyd wrote in his diary “Bad news of Father. Fanny 
nearly worn out by nursing Mother now having to nurse him”. In a letter to Mrs. Burgess in 
March 1895, Archie wrote “My father, I regret to say, is a complete cripple with rheumatism, 
he is unable to even wash himself without help.” 

                                                 
87 Letter from Elizabeth Boyd to Isabella Sprott Boyd 28 Apr 1894 
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Sprott’s last grandchild, Archibald Sprott Boyd, was born at Ripple Creek on 19 March 1897 
to Archie and Jeannie. Sprott’s last surviving brother, Robert Boyd, died on 9 May 1897 and 
was buried next to Catherine in the family plot at Brookwood Cemetery. Elsie Fitzgerald 
married Freeman Roper, a solicitor, in June 1898 and the married couple moved in to 24 
Lexham Gardens with Sprott and Fanny. Their first child, (Sprott’s first great grandchild), 
George Fitzgerald Roper, was born on 19 April 1899. Fanny would have been very happy to 
see and nurse her first grandchild, but not long after he was born, Fanny developed breast 
cancer, which she kept to herself as long as possible. Fanny died on 23 March 1900 and was 
also buried in the family plot at Brookwood Cemetery. Her death prompted Sprott to write a 
final will in May 1900. 

Sprott continued to write at least fortnightly to his sons in Australia, telling them the news from 
the family in London and commenting on Australian politics which, at that time, were focussed 
on the Federation debate. Sprott was clearly a conservative and had no time for Edmund 
“Toby” Barton, who became Australia’s first prime minister. In 1901, Sprott wrote “There will 
be a final row about the Confederation before long. The subjection of a contest to a mole like 
the labor party is an insult to civilisation.”88  
 
Elsie and Freeman’s second son, Geoffrey Desmond Roper, was born on 25 February 1901. 
On Census night, the 3 March 1901, 24 Lexham Gardens housed Sprott, Elsie and Freeman 
Roper and their two young sons, three housemaids, a butler, cook, nursemaid, kitchen maid 
and monthly nurse. The cook, Hannah Jenkins, was then aged 62 and had been with the Boyd 
family for 22 years. Sprott loved having young children in the house, writing “The babies are 
a daily delight to me, both so healthy and so sweet in this stage.”89 
 
During the course of 1901, Sprott’s health deteriorated markedly. Archie wrote to his brother 
Mitch that, from Sprott’s letters, he seemed very depressed, and Freeman Roper wrote that 
Sprott’s mind was failing him. Certainly, Sprott’s handwriting deteriorated during 1901 and 
even Sprott recognised it. “I can scarcely read what I write my hand shakes so. I scarcely 
sleep at night. Can’t keep awake the day. If I stay to read, my head nods over my paper and 
my leg jumps as I think I told you about them. In the day they don’t trouble me much, but at 
night it comes on before I am well in bed and I may lie for hours with [them].” 90 and then, “I sit 
at my table [wanting] to write but not knowing how to do it. Day by day I become more helpless 
and my hand scarcely holds my pen.”91 
 
Sprott’s last letter to his son Archie, dated 20 February 1902, is very difficult to decipher. His 
eyes were failing and he was finding it difficult to read, especially the daily papers. He was 
lying awake at nights and sleeping most of the days. He wrote as follows, “I will write as long 
as I can but must stop here, and leave the rest to God, whom I thank for a long happy life in 
the past life, while I pray that you and yours may be blest in the future with prosperity and 
health for this world and [___ ____ ___ ___] in the world to come. I am not afraid to go and 
trust for a welcome in the world to come where two are already happy”.  
“Your loving father, S Boyd.” 
 
 
 

                                                 
88 Letter from Sprott Boyd to JA Boyd, 27 December 1901 
89 Letter from Sprott Boyd to JA Boyd, 28 November 1901 
90 Letter from Sprott Boyd to JA Boyd, 6 December 1901 
91 Letter from Sprott Boyd to JA Boyd, 5 February 1902 
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Sprott Boyd died at 24 Lexham Gardens on 15 April 1902, aged 87. Of his generation, only 
his sister, Maggie (Boyd) Campbell, survived him. He was buried in the family plot at 
Brookwood Cemetery on 18 Apr 1902, next to his wife Catherine, daughter Fanny, and brother 
Robert. 

 

The Boyd Family plot at Brookwood Cemetery, Surrey. 

Inscriptions, L to R; 
 

 ROBERT BOYD, M.D., DIED 9TH MAY 1897, AGED 91 YEARS 
 

CATHERINE, WIFE OF SPROTT BOYD, M.D., DIED 19TH FEBRUARY 1894, AGED 74 YEARS, 
ENTERED INTO PEACE 

 
SPROTT BOYD, M.D., DIED 15TH APRIL 1902, AGED 87 YEARS 

ENTERED INTO PEACE 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF FRANCES ISABELLA FITZ-GERALD, WIDOW OF THE LATE GEORGE 
WILDMAN YATES FITZ-GERALD, BORN 10TH SEPTEMBER 1847, DIED 23RD MARCH 1900. R.I.P. 

 
In his Will, Sprott made some specific bequests of bronze statues and paintings to his sons, 
Archie and Mitch Boyd, and granddaughter Elsie Roper. After paying an annuity to one of 
Elizabeth Bennison’s legatees and repaying a debt of £3000 to the estate of Wildy Fitzgerald, 
the residue of his estate was divided between Archie (40%), Mitch (40%) and Elsie (20%).  
 

-------------------------------------------------------- 



 

SPROTT AND CATHERINE BOYD’S FAMILY 

 

 

 



 

ANCESTRY OF SPROTT BOYD 



 

ANCESTRY OF CATHERINE CUTLER 



 

 



 

CUTLER ANCESTRAL LINKS TO THE KINGS OF ENGLAND, FRANCE AND SPAIN 

 Edward I Plantagenet, ‘Longshanks’ King of England (1239-1307) 
 
 m. (2) Marguerite de Capet, Queen Consort  m. (1) Eleanor of Castille, Queen Consort   
 (1282-1317)  (1244-1290) 
 ↓  ↓ 
 Thomas of Brotherton, Earl of Norfolk   Elizabeth Plantagenet Princess of England 
 (1300-1338)  (1282-1316) 
 m. Alice Hales  m. Humphrey VIII de Bohun, Earl of Hereford & Essex 
 (1302-1326)  (1276-1322) 
 ↓  ↓ 
 Margaret Plantagenet, Duchess of Norfolk  William de Bohun, Earl of Northampton 
 (1322-1399)  (1310-1360) 
 m. Lord John Segrave  m. Elizabeth Badelsmere 
 (1315-1353)  (1313-1356) 
 ↓  ↓ 
 Elizabeth Segrave  Elizabeth de Bohun 
 (1338-1368)  (1350-1385) 
 m. Lord John de Mowbray  m. Richard FitzAlan KG, Earl of Arundel & Surrey 
 (1340-1368)  (1346-1397) 
 ↓  ↓ 
 Thomas de Mowbray, KG, Duke of Norfolk m Lady Elizabeth FitzAlan of Arundel 
 (1367-1399)  (1366-1425) 
  ↓ 
 Margaret de Mowbray, Duchess of Norfolk, Countess of Nottingham (1387-1425) 
  m. Sir Robert Howard (1385-1437) 
  ↓ 
  Sir John Howard, Duke of Norfolk (1422-1485) 
  m. Lady Catherine Moleyns (1424-1465) 
  ↓ 
  Lady Margaret Howard (1445-1484) 
 m. Sir John William Wyndham of Felbrigg, Norfolk (1443-1502). 
  ↓ 
  Sir Thomas Wyndham of Felbrigg, Norfolk (1468-1521) 
  m. Lady Eleanor Scrope of Upsal, Yorkshire (1472-1508) 
  ↓ 
 Sir John Wyndham of Melton Constable, Norfolk  (1494 or 1501 -1574) 
  m. Elizabeth Sydenham of Orchard, Somerset (1506-1571) 
  ↓ 
  John Wyndham of Orchard, Somerset (1516-1572) 
  m. Florence Wadham of Merrifield, Somerset (1538-1597) 
  ↓ 
 Sir John Wyndham, of Orchard Somerset & Felbrigg , Norfolk (1558-1645) 
  m. Lady Joan Portman of Orchard, Somerset (1565-1633) 
  ↓ 
  Thomas Wyndham  (1586-1663) 
  m. Elizabeth Mede (1624- ?) 
  ↓ 
  William Wyndham (1647-1689) 
  m. Katherine Ashe (1651-1729) 
  ↓ 
  Ashe Windham (1673-1749) 
  m. Elizabeth Dobyns (1693-1736) 
  ↓ 
  William Windham of Felbrigg (1717-1761) 
  Mary Morgan (-c.1750) his mistress 
  ↓ 
  Elizabeth Morgan Windham (c.1743-1810) 
  m. Richard Guise of Clewer, Berkshire (c.1735-1806) 
  ↓ 
  Sarah Elizabeth Guise (1762-1833) 
  m. Rev. John Cutler (1756-1833) 
  ↓ 
  Henry Cutler (1788-1838) 
  m. Catherine Coles (1792-1819) 
  ↓ 

  Catherine Cutler (1819-1894) 
   


